EDITOR’S MISCELLANY 


[Space will not permit of our printing all of the congratulatory letters re¬ 
ceived, but we have selected the two given below, as showing the spirit in which 
our journal is being received in England.—E d.] 


London, October 12, 1900. 

“ To the Editors of The American Journal of Nursing. 

“ Dear Editors : A thousand congratulations upon the appearance in the 
journalistic world of The American Journal of Nursing. I have read the copy 
so courteously sent to me with much pleasure and profit. Your organ is sound 
in letter and in spirit, and it cannot fail to advance the progress and efficiency 
of nursing and nurses, which earnest women in many lands have so much at 
heart. 

“ I am yours faithfully, 

“ Ethel Gordon Fenwick, 

“ President of the International Council of Nurses.” 

“ To the Editor of The American Journal of Nursing. 

“ Dear Madam : I have this morning received a copy of the first number of 
The American Journal of Nursing, and its perusal has been such a keen de¬ 
light to me that I must at once write to thank you for it. It is safe to predict 
for a journal with so strong an editorial staff, with the backing of the Associated 
Alum me of the United States of America, and so excellently produced a successful 
future. Popularity and success are, however, not the first considerations in a 
professional journal, and what is so encouraging in the new Journal of Nursing 
is the professional tone which runs through it from cover to cover. In this coun¬ 
try the Nursing Record has had a hard and single-handed fight in endeavoring to 
maintain the professional nature of nursing work and the professional interests 
of trained nurses. But for its courageous fight we should inevitably have sunk as 
a profession into the Slough of Despond. Those who have watched the difficulty 
of the evolution of the professional nurse in European countries cannot fail to 
realize the powerful influence for good which your splendid organ must exercise 
for the benefit of trained nurses at large. 

“ May I, as honorary secretary of the Matrons’ Council of Great Britain and 
Ireland, also say with what pleasure I note your remarks upon it? They demon¬ 
strate how well you understand the aspirations of this society, and your appre¬ 
ciation of the work it has tried to do must be gratifying to all its members. 

“ With the warmest good wishes for your success, 

“ I am, dear madam, yours faithfully, 

“ Margaret Breay.” 


ALBANY NURSES MEET 

On November 10 a large number of nurses met in the reception-room of the 
Albany Nurses’ Home to hear of the movement for State organization. Besides 
the graduates and pupils of the school, many other graduates were present, rep¬ 
resenting the hospitals. Miss Dock, who had been appointed by the Committee 
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on State Organization to speak to a certain number of hospitals, gave an account 
of the movement so far and of its aims for the future. It was the great privi¬ 
lege of the Albany nurses to have present Dr. Vanderveer, one of the regents of 
the University of New York, who, though weighted with every kind of responsi¬ 
bility, came to the meeting expressly to show his sympathy with our efforts 
towards a definite educational standard. After Miss Dock had spoken, Dr. Van¬ 
derveer told the nurses something of the pioneer work in medical legislation, of 
which he was one of the earliest leaders. He described the conditions when men 
could practise who had not even spent fourteen weeks in a medical school. The 
first State law that they endeavored to get passed in New York State to regulate 
the practice of medicine provided for registration of diplomas with the County 
Clerk,—nothing more,—“ yet even with so simple a law as this,” said Dr. Van¬ 
derveer, “ it took us ten years to get it passed.” Once passed, little by little the 
amendments were made which brought it up to the high standard it at present 
maintains. His advice to us was to preserve the historical sense, and not to 
attempt everything at once; but, when we sought legislation, to be satisfied with 
a small beginning. He ended by assuring us of the support and encouragement 
of the regents. After the meeting a number of nurses met in the sitting-room 
of Miss McDonnell, the superintendent of nurses, to plan for a local organiza¬ 
tion. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 

The secretary of the American Society of Superintendents having reported 
a majority of that body in favor of affiliating with Associated Alumna; for the 
purpose of obtaining membership in the National Council of Women, and that 
the president, Miss Keating, and Miss Merritt, first vice-president, would repre¬ 
sent the interests of the superintendents’ association, Miss Healy, treasurer, and 
Miss Thornton, secretary, have been appointed (for full particulars of proceed¬ 
ings see page 23 of Third Annual Report) to act for the Associated Alumnse, and 
during the month these officers will decide upon the member-at-large and pro¬ 
ceed to draw up such articles as shall seem to be necessary, so that probably in 
a short time matters will be perfectly arranged for applying for the desired 
membership. 

Mary T. Thornton, Secretary. 

GRADUATE NURSES’ ASSOCIATION OF CLEVELAND 

The graduate nurses of Cleveland have for some time realized the fact that 
the lack of union among nurses located in Cleveland has prevented them offering 
the necessary assistance and support to each other. Without this union it has 
also been impossible for them to take their share of work in the questions of the 
day which touch all nurses in general. 

Spurred on by the example of the Buffalo nurses, on May 28, 1900, fifty 
nurses, representing twenty different schools, met at the Lakeside Hospital with 
the avowed purpose of organizing themselves into a local association. 

That first meeting and also the one held in June were necessarily devoted 
exclusively to the work of organization. Officers were elected and the constitu¬ 
tion was drawn up and accepted. 

As there were no meetings held during the summer months, the society as 
yet has had little opportunity for work, but we hope by May, 1901, to be able to 
show some results. 
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The meeting held on Tuesday, September 25, being the first at which a pro¬ 
gramme was possible, a paper was read by the president on “ The Objects of the 
Organization.” This was followed by a paper and discussion on “ Central Regis¬ 
tration for Nurses.” The October meeting will be devoted to the “duties and 
position of a head nurse,” “ the graduate nurBe on special duty in a hospital,” 
“ district nursing.” 

There are a large number of nurses in Cleveland, good, bad, and indifferent. 
To protect ourselves our constitution requires that members of the association 
must be graduates in good standing of schools connected with general hospitals 
of not less than fifty beds, and giving not less than two full years’ training in 
the hospital. 

The officers of the association are: 

President, Miss M. Helena McMillan, Illinois Training-School, Chicago. 

First vice-president, Miss E. Maude Smythe, City Hospital, Hamilton. 

Second vice-president, Miss Jean Hurdley, Harper Hospital, Detroit. 

Recording secretary, Miss Lauder Sutherland, General Hospital, Toronto. 

Corresponding secretary, Miss Florence Burt, Illinois Training-School, Chi¬ 
cago. 

Treasurer, Miss Sophia Sunberg, St. Luke’s Hospital, New York. 

Councillors: Mrs. Hunter Robb, Bellevue; Miss Linden Mackey, Lakeside 
Hospital, Cleveland; Miss Fanny Wright, Lakeside Hospital, Cleveland. 

COMMITTEE TO CONVENE CONGRESS OF NURSES 

The important work of convening a Congress of Nurses to meet in Buffalo 
next year to celebrate the new century will be undertaken by a committee com¬ 
posed as follows: Miss Darner, representing the Buffalo Nurses’ Association, the 
hostess organization, and the officers of the Associated Alumnae and of the Super¬ 
intendents’ Society, viz.: Miss Keating and Mrs. Robb, Miss Merritt and 
Miss Hackett, Miss Healy, Miss Mclsaac, Miss Alline, MiBs Thornton, Miss Gris¬ 
wold, Miss Milne, Miss Nutting, Miss Riddle, Miss McDowell, Miss Richards, 
Miss Snively, and Miss Dock. Other names may be added later. The names of 
this committee are ample evidence that the work of organizing a congress will 
be undertaken in a thoroughgoing way. 

STATE ORGANIZATION WORK 

Miss Dock has been addressing the graduates of the hospitals assigned to 
her by the chairman of the Committee on State Organization, viz.: Roosevelt, 
Lebanon, New York, Albany, Woman’s Infirmary, Post-Graduate, and Amster¬ 
dam Training-Schools for Nurses, during the month of November on the impor¬ 
tant work of State organization. 

NEW WORK OF THE NURSES’ SETTLEMENT 

The Nurses’ Settlement in New York City has lately opened a “ First Aid 
Room” in Mulberry Street, in the Italian quarter. There are already two of 
these First Aid Rooms in full operation under the settlement nurses in other 
parts of the crowded quarter, this making the third, and no part of their work 
seems more needed than this. They are not dispensaries in the strict sense of 
the term. No doctors are in attendance or medicines given, but minor surgical 
cases such as a nurse can attend to are cared for. Innumerable burns, local in- 
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fections, cuts and bumps, and small accidents come in, and also many eczemas of 
the scalp and face, conjunctivitis, and similar troubles common in ill-nourished 
children. 

In these densely crowded quarters there is an enormous amount of such 
work to be done, hardly important enough to receive attention in the large, 
crowded dispensaries, where the patient often has to wait for hours for treat¬ 
ment, yet really important to the general health. As an example, in the new 
room the nurses gather in from fifteen to twenty eye-cases in an afternoon, none 
of whom were going to dispensary or receiving any treatment. But with the 
nurses at hand, the mothers can easily run in with their children, and many 
working-people who cannot get off during dispensary hours are glad to have a 
place where dressings can be renewed after working hours. 

In the month of September the number of these eases dressed in the two 
“ First Aid Rooms” ran over thirteen hundred, and during October, in the three 
rooms, over seventeen hundred. 

Cases which need the attention of a physician are, of course, always referred 
to the proper source. 

The following is the list of students who are taking the course in “ Hos¬ 
pital Economics” at the Teachers’ College, Columbia University, New York: 

Mrs. Mary V. Sullivan, graduate of Johns Hopkins Hospital School for Nurses. 
Miss Mary Dorothy Strobel, graduate of the Cincinnati City Hospital School for 
Nurses. 

Miss Ida Russell Palmer, graduate of Newport Hospital School for Nurses. 

Miss Kate Anne Grenier, graduate of Massachusetts General Hospital School for 
Nurses. 

Miss Elizabeth M. Beatty, graduate of Pennsylvania Hospital School for Nurses. 
Miss Minerva L. Lowry, graduate of Rochester Homoeopathic Hospital School for 
Nurses. 

Miss Annie Roberts Young, graduate of New York Hospital School for Nurses. 
Miss Alice E. Underhill, graduate of S. R. Smith Infirmary (New Brighton) 
School for Nurses. 

Miss Florence M. Fraser, graduate of Cincinnati City Hospital School for Nurses. 
Miss Blanche Page Hart, graduate of Wisconsin Training-School, Milwaukee. 

For further information respecting the course in “ Hospital Economics,” 
address the secretary of the Teachers’ College or Miss Anna L. Alline, Teachers’ 
College, West One-Hundred-and-Twentieth Street, New York City. 

A NEW BOOK 

Mrs. Isabel Hampton Robb has ready for the press a new book on Ethics. 

Miss Dock’s “ Materia Medica” has been arranged according to the British 
Pharmacopoeia by Miss Bean, a nurse graduate of the Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
and is just now being brought out in London by Putnam. 

HOURLY NURSING 

Can anyone through the Journal inform me how to start in hourly nursing, 
or the best method in starting such work in New York City? 

A Graduate Nurse. 



